EORGIA DEPARTMENT
OF COMMUNITY HEALTH

2018 Legislative Session
DCH Related Legislation



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you Commissioner Berry and members of the DCH board. It is a pleasure for me to be here today to report on some of the outcomes of the 2018 Legislative Session. I will be providing a high level overview on legislation that passed during the 2018 Session, has a direct impact and requires departmental action. 





GEORGIA DEPARTMENT
OF COMMUNITY HEALTH

Mission
The mission of the Department of Community Health is to




DCH Related Bills: Departmental Impact

« HB 635 (Disabled Adults and Elder Persons Protection Act)
— Impact to Healthcare Facility Regulation Division

« HB 769 (House Rural Development Council)

— Impact to State Office of Rural Health, Finance and Office of
Health Planning

« HB 790 (Recommendations of the Court Reform Council)
— Agencywide legislation
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HB 635 (Disabled Adults and Elder Persons Protection Act) 
This bill authorizes the district attorney of each of the 49 judicial circuits in the state to establish an Adult Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation Multidisciplinary Team. It is suggested that a representative from HFR serve on each team. The team is tasked with collaboratively coordinating the review of and response to suspected instances of abuse, neglect or exploitation of a disabled adult or elder person.
HB 769 (House Rural Development Council)
This bill establishes the Rural Health System Innovation Center within the State Office of Rural Health. DCH is required to release an RFP no later than December 1, 2018 to identify a postsecondary institution in which the center shall be located. The Center shall work with the SORH to develop standards for education curriculum for hospital leadership no later than January 1, 2019. In addition, HB 769 establishes a micro-hospital designation for the certificate of need program and defines the criteria for this facility type.
HB 790 (State government; recommendations of the Court Reform Council; implement)
This bill implements recommendations of the Court Reform Council regarding administrative law. Absent certain exceptions, decisions made by the Office of State Administrative Hearings are final decisions that must be appealed to Superior Court instead of to the administrative agency. At this time, we do not see an impact on DCH.




DCH Related Bills: Departmental Impact

« HB 909 (Designation of Perinatal Faclilities)

— Impact to Healthcare Facility Regulation Division and Office of
Health Planning

« SB 118 (Coverage for autism spectrum disorders)
— Impact to State Health Benefit Plan

« SB 370 (Waive the first $25,000 of any estate)
— Impact to Medicaid
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HB 909 (Health; designation of perinatal facilities; provisions)
This bill requires DPH to establish criteria and processes for facilities that provide maternal or neonatal services to be designated as a perinatal facility. Once DPH establishes these criteria, HFR and Health Planning will likely require rule changes to ensure our definitions align with DPH requirements.
SB 118 (Coverage for autism spectrum disorders)
This bill changes the age limit for coverage for autism spectrum disorders for an individual covered under a policy or contract from 6 to 20. The bill also increases the annual coverage limit from $30,000 to $35,000. I have listed SHBP as an impacted division because our plan is required to comply with these limits. However, SHBP coverage already matches these limits and no changes to the plan will be required.
SB 370 (Medical Assistance; commissioner of human services waives the first $25,000 of any estate; provide)
This bill requires DCH to waive the first $25,000 of any estate in the Medicaid Estate Recovery process. A state plan amendment must be submitted to CMS by July 1, 2018.



DCH Related Bills: Departmental Impact

« SB 406 (Georgia Long-term Care Background Check
Program)

— Impact to Office of Inspector General and Healthcare Faclility
Regulation Division

« SB 407 (Comprehensive Criminal Justice System Reform)
— Impact to Medicaid, Office of Health Planning and Finance


Presenter
Presentation Notes
SB 406 (Georgia Long-term Care Background Check Program)
SB 406 was presented by DCH to the Criminal Justice Reform Council in an effort to reduce opportunities for elder abuse in long term care facilities. This bill will require long-term care facilities, including personal care homes, private home care providers, and home health agencies, among others, to conduct registry searches and fingerprint-based criminal background checks on owners, applicants for employment, and employees with direct patient access. The bill also requires the creation of a Caregiver Registry, which will allow potential employers (including family members seeking in-home health care) access to criminal background checks conducted by DCH.
SB 407 (Criminal Justice System; comprehensive reform for offenders; provide)
SB 407 is a comprehensive criminal justice reform bill, one section of which addresses Medicaid eligibility for inmates. The bill will require DCH to establish procedures to allow local governments and other eligible entities the ability to conduct Medicaid eligibility determinations for inmates in county or state correctional facilities. DCH is also required to establish eligibility determination procedures for inmates being considered for parole who are eligible for long-term care services. Health Planning will need to facilitate the application of certificates of need for restricted skilled nursing facilities providing services to individuals as a condition of parole. 



DCH Related Bills: Departmental Impact

« SB 444 (Georgia Alzheimer’s and Related Dementias State
Plan Advisory Council) and

« HR 1292 (Georgia Alzheimer's and Related Dementia
Advisory Council; study providing access to quality long-
term care for individuals with Alzheimer's)

— Impact to Commissioner’s Office
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SB 444 (Georgia Alzheimer's and Related Dementias State Plan Advisory Council; create)
This bill creates the Georgia Alzheimer’s and Related Dementias State Plan Advisory Council to ensure a focus on implementation of goals established in the Georgia Alzheimer’s and Related Dementias State Plan. The Commissioner of DCH or his or her designee will serve as a member of this council. HR 1292 urges the council to review the strengths and weaknesses of current regulations and assess opportunities for improving long term care for individuals with Alzheimer’s and related dementia in the state.


DCH Related Resolutions: Departmental Impact

« SR 506 (Senate Study Committee on the Excessive and
Duplicative Regulatory Oversight of Community Based
Intellectual and Developmental Disability (IDD) Services)

« SR 1063 (Senate Study Committee on the Certificate of
Need Reform)
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There were two Senate Resolutions passed this year establishing study committees that will require active participation by DCH.

SR 506 creates the Senate Study Committee on the Excessive and Duplicative Regulatory Oversight of Community Based Intellectual and Developmental Disability (IDD) Services. The study committee is comprised of three members of the Senate and two nonlegislative members that are IDD service providers. 
SR 1063 creates the Senate Study Committee on the Certificate of Need Reform. The study committee is comprised of five members of the Senate and eight citizen members with varying expertise in the healthcare industry. 
These study committees are likely to convene in the fall. 


Next Steps

« Continue conducting a legal and programmatic analysis to
determine the full impact of the legislation

 Develop and rollout any policy and practice changes to
meet new requirements
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We will continue to meet internally with our Division Chiefs and program experts to discuss all pieces of legislation that impact the department. We will develop and roll out required policy and programmatic changes to meet the new requirements. 

Please let me know if there are any questions.
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