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PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE CHANGES

Pursuant to the Georgia Administrative Procedures Act, Official Code of Georgia Annotated
(0.C.G.A.) § 50-13-1 et seq., the Georgia Department of Community Health is required to provide
public notice of its intent to adopt, amend, or repeal certain rules other than interpretive rules or
general statements of policy. Accordingly, the Department hereby provides notice of its intent to
revise its rules and regulations, specifically Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. r. 111-8-22-.06, Facility
Organization and Administration. This is an amendment of the existing rule to change minimum
staffing ratios at End Stage Renal Disease Facilities to 1 nurse for every 12 patients from 1 nurse to
every 10 patients. An exact copy of the revised rules and a synopsis of the revisions are attached to
this public notice.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

An opportunity for public comment will be held on February 15, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. via
Zoom. There will be no in-person attendance at the Department of Community Health. The Zoom
meeting ID number is 845 6898 2227 and the event password is “Public”. Follow these instructions
to join the event:

1. Click the link or copy and paste the link text to a browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/}/845689822272pwd=eC90Ly8zb1 ppUEpuYmxGcTNYMOFSUT09

2. Click “Join Now™”

To join by telephone: One tap mobile
+16469313860,,84568982227# US

+13017158592,,84568982227# US (Washington DC)

Oral comments will be limited to ten (10) minutes per person. Individuals who are disabled
and require assistance to participate during this meeting should contact the Office of General Counsel
at (404) 657-7195 at least three (3) business days prior to the meeting.

Individuals wishing to comment in writing on any of the proposed changes must do so on or
before February 22, 2023. Due to reduced physical staffing at the 2 Peachtree Street location and in
an attempt to limit the amount of exposure to COVID-19, DCH encourages written public comments
submitted in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 50-13-4(a)(2) to be submitted via e-mail to the following
e-mail address: Public.Comment@dch.ga.gov.
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Written comments may be submitted via regular mail to the following address:

Attention: Alycia Allgood

Office of General Counsel

Georgia Department of Community Health
2 Peachtree Street, NW, 40" Floor
Atlanta, GA 30303

Comments from written and public testimony will be provided to the Board of Community
Health prior to March 9, 2023. The Board will vote on the proposed changes on March 9, 2023.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THIS 13" DAY OF JANUARY 2023

fa . [l
LUl AN
Caylee N oggg}a, Commissioner
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RULES OF
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH

CHAPTER 111-8
HEALTHCARE FACILITY REGULATION

SUBJECT 111-8-22
END STAGE RENAL DISEASE FACILITIES

SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED RULES

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: The Georgia Department of Community Health proposes to
adopt Rules and Regulations for End Stage Renal Disease Facilities, Subject 111-8-22. These
rules are being proposed pursuant to the authority granted the Department of Community
Health in O.C.G.A. § 31-2-5, O.C.G.A. § 31-2-7, and O.C.G.A. § 31-44-3.

MAIN FEATURE OF THE PROPOSED RULE: Amendment of existing rule to change minimum
staffing ratios at End Stage Renal Disease Facilities to 1 nurse for every 12 patients from 1
nurse to every 10 patients.

Proposed Amended Rule in Chapter 111-8-22
Presented to the BCH for Final Adoption on 03/09/2023
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CHAPTER 111-8
HEALTHCARE FACILITY REGULATION

SUBJECT 111-8-22
END STAGE RENAL DISEASE FACILITIES

TABLE OF CONTENTS

111-8-22-.06 Facility Organization and Administration

111-8-22-.06 Facility Organization and Administration.

(1) Governing Body. The facility shall function under the control of an identifiable
governing body, which has full legal authority for the governance and operation of the facility.

(a) The governing body shall specify in writing the operational objectives of the facility,
including which services are to be offered.

(b) The governing body shall be responsible for the establishment, adoption, and annual
review of administrative ruies and regulations and facility policies and procedures, and for
ensuring that they are in accordance with accepted standards of practice and safeguard the
health and safety of patients.

(c) The governing body shall be responsible for ensuring that the facility's design and
operation are in compliance with all relevant federal, state, and local legal requirements.

(d) The governing body shall adopt for the facility admission criteria that ensure equitable
access to services for individuals needing care for end stage renal disease.

(e} The governing body shall designate sufficient staff and allocate sufficient staff time to
implement the facility's quality management program and shall provide for leadership support of
the program.

(f) The governing body shall establish and implement written policies regarding the
determination, selection, or privileging of medical staff for the facility.

(g) The governing body shall appoint a facility administrator to be responsible for the
administrative management of the facility and the enforcement of adopted rules and regulations.

Proposed Amended Rule in Chapter 111-8-22
Presented to the BCH for Final Adoption on 03/09/2023
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1. The governing body shall delineate the responsibilities of the facility administrator in
writing and shall ensure that the administrator is sufficiently free of other duties to provide
effective management of the facility.

2. The governing body of the facility shall notify the Department of a change in the
administrator of the facility and shall at that time provide the name and contact numbers of the
new administrator.

(2) Facility Administrator.

(a) The facility administrator may serve on a full-time or part-time basis, but shall serve
sufficient time to plan, organize, and direct the overall function of the facility, and to carry out
those responsibilities as assigned by the governing body. The facility administrator shall meet
one of the following qualifications:

1. Holds at least a baccalaureate degree and has at least one (1) year experience in an
end stage renal disease facility; or

2. Meets the qualifications for a physician director or a nurse responsible for nursing
services for an end stage renal disease facility as described in these rules; or

3. As of the first effective date of these rules, has been acting for at least two years as a
facility administrator for an end stage renal disease facility which has been certified for a federal
Medicare program.

(b) The facility administrator shall be responsible for:

1. Management of the facility's fiscal affairs, including maintenance of financial records
and generating regular reports of expenses and revenues for review by the governing body;

2.  Implementing the policies and procedures of the facility as approved by the governing
body, and ensuring that all personnel at the facility are familiar with applicable policies as well
as applicable state and federal regulations;

3. Coordinating the provision of services at the facility, including establishing clear lines of
authority and accountability for those involved in patient care;

4. Ensuring that the facility employs sufficient qualified staff to provide patient care
services, and adequately orients staff to their work responsibilities while meeting the following
minimum staffing ratios:

(i) There must be one (1) licensed and qualified nurse for every twelve (12) patienis
receiving dialysis care and one qualified dialysis care giver for each four (4) patients present in
the immediate clinical care area. At least one licensed and qualified registered nurse shall be
available in the immediate clinical care area to provide nursing care whenever patients are
being dialyzed.

(i) Trainees may not be counted in the staff.patient ratios.
5. Maintaining facility records, including a chronological record of patient care services

provided, and submitting reports on facility functions and operations as required by the
governing body or the Department.
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(¢} The facility administrator shall serve as the liaison between the governing body and the
medical staff and other healthcare workers at the faciiity.

(d) The facility administrator shall designate in writing a qualified individual to act on
his/her behalf in the event of hisfher absence.

(e) The facility administrator shall be responsible for ensuring that the care of dialysis
patients of the facility is coordinated appropriately when a patient is being transferred to a
hospital or another dialysis provider or being received back by the facility.

Authority: O.C.GA. § 31-2-5, 0.C.GA. § 31-2-7, O.C.G.A. § 31-44-3.
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