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Georgia State Office of Rural Health State Loan Repayment Program participants must 
meet the following program eligibility requirements. 

 
1. Must be United States citizen or nationals. 

 
2. Must not have an outstanding contractual obligation for health care professional service to 
the: 

Federal Government (e.g., National Health Service Corp Scholarship or Loan Repayment 
Program obligation, or a NURSE Corps Loan Repayment Program obligation) 
State Loan Repayment Program (other than the one receiving HRSA grant funds) 
Other entity (unless service obligation will be completely satisfied before the SLRP 
contract is signed 
Recruitment Bonus 

 
3. Must not have: 

• Federal judgment liens 
• A current default on any federal payment obligations (e.g., Health Education Assistance 

Loans, Nursing Student Loans, federal income tax liabilities, Federal Housing Authority 
Loans, etc.) even if the creditor now considers them to be in good standing; 

• Breached a prior service obligation to the federal/state/local government or other entity, 
even if they subsequently satisfied the obligation; and 

• Had any federal or non-federal debt written off as uncollectible or received a waiver of 
any federal service or payment obligation 

 
4. Must practice full-time or half-time in providing direct patient primary health care services 
at an eligible site. 

 

• “Full-time” service is defined in the NHSC statue as a minimum of 40 hours per week, 
for a minimum of 45 weeks per year. 

• “Half-time” service is defined in the NHSC statue as a minimum of 20 hours per week 
(not to exceed 39 hours per week) for a minimum of 45 week per year. 

 
 

5. Must work in a HPSA that corresponds to their training and/or discipline. For example, 
psychiatrists and other mental health care providers must serve in a mental health HPSA. 

 
6. Must agree to use GA SORH SLRP funds only to repay qualifying educational loans. 
Qualifying educational loans are Government and commercial loans for actual costs paid for 
tuition and reasonable educational and living expenses related to the education of the participant. 

 
7. Practice Site must accept reimbursement under Medicare, Medicaid and the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, as appropriate for his/her designated discipline, to utilize a sliding fee scale, 
and to see all patients regardless of their ability to pay. 

 
As a component of the GA SORH SLRP application, the applicant must present a statement of 
outstanding student debt loans from educational institution or commercial lender. Once funds 
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are issued to GA SORH SLRP recipient, a receipt from the education institution or commercial 
lender showing receipt of the funds, with the remaining balance, must be presented to the GA 
SORH SLRP administrator within thirty days of disbursement. 

 
Qualifying educational loan disbursed funds will be verified by receipts from financial 
institutions for the prior year’s cycle before issuing a subsequent contract to an eligible 
participant. 

 
Discipline Eligibility 

 
GA SORH SLRP participants must have completed training in an accredited graduate training 
program in, and possess an active and valid license (without restrictions or encumbrances) to 
practice in one of the following eligible disciplines: 

 
• MD: Allopathic Medicine 
• DO: Osteopathic Medicine 
• NP: Nurse Practitioner 
• PA: Physician Assistant 
• LCSW: Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
• LPC: Licensed Professional Counselor 
• RN: Registered Nurse 
• Dentist (General and Pediatric) 
• Registered Dental Hygienist  

 
Approved Primary Care Specialties for Physicians: 

• Family Medicine 
• Internal Medicine 
• Pediatrics 
• Obstetrics/Gynecology 
• Geriatrics 
• Psychiatry 

 
General Practitioner (physicians who have not completed residency training programs) are not 
eligible or funding under GA SORH SLRP. 

 
Approved Primary Care Specialties for Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants: 

• Adult 
• Family 
• Pediatrics 
• Psychiatry/mental health 
• Geriatrics 
• Women’s health 
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Practice Site Eligibility 

 
Health care professionals participating in the GA SORH SLRP must fulfill their service 
obligation at an eligible practice site: The following site types are eligible to be approved in 
Georgia as practice sites for participants 

 
1. Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) 

• Community Health Centers 
• Migrant Health Centers 
• Homeless Programs 
• Public Housing Programs 

 
2. FQHC Look-A-Likes 

 
3. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Certified Rural Health Clinics 

 
4. Other Health Facilities 

• Community Outpatient Facilities 
• Community Mental Health Facilities 
• State and County Health Department Clinics 
• Immigration and Customs Enforcement Health Services Corps 
• Free Clinics 
• Mobile Units 
• School-based programs 
• Critical Access Hospitals affiliated with a qualified outpatient clinic 
• State Mental Health Facilities 

 
5. Correctional or Detention Facilities 

• Federal Prisons 
• State Prisons 

 
6. Private Practices (Solo or Group) 

 
To be eligible, practice sites must also meet the following criteria: 

 
1. Public and non-profit private entities located in and providing health care services in a 

HPSA. Non-profit private entity means an entity which may not lawfully hold or use any part of 
its net earnings to the benefit of any private shareholder or individua and which does not hold or 
use its net earnings for that purpose. 
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2. For-profit health care facilities operated by non-profit organizations must accept 
reimbursement from Medicare, Medicaid, and the Children’s Health Insurance Program, utilize a 
sliding fee scale, and see patients regardless of their ability to pay. 

 
3. All practice sites must be located in federally designated HPSA. Medically Underserved 

Areas or Populations and shortage areas designated by the state do not qualify. 
4. Eligible practice sites must charge for professional services at the usual and customary 

prevailing rates except free clinics. 
 

5. Eligible practice sites must provide discounts for individuals with limited incomes (i.e., use 
a current sliding fee scale). 

• For those with annual incomes at or below 100 percent of the HHS Poverty Guidelines, 
states must ensure that practice sites provide services at no charge or at a nominal charge. 

• For individual between 100 and 200 percent of the HHS Poverty Guidelines, states must 
ensure that practice sites provide a schedule of discounts, which must reflect a nominal 
charge covered by a third party (either public or private). 

• A state may allow practice sites to charge for services to the extent that payment will be 
made by a third party which is authorized or under legal obligation to pay the charges. 

 
GA SORH SLRP recipients must adhere to the following program requirements: 

 
• Ga SORH SLRP programs will make awards of up to $50,000 a year in federal funds to a 

participant working full-time and $25,000 a year in federal funds to a participant working 
part-time. 

• Participants’ loan balances will be verified before making initial and continuation awards. 
Contracted participants are required to use the funds to repay qualifying educational loans. 
Applicants must provide a statement of outstanding loans along with their GA SORH 
SLRP application. After award, participants must provide SORH with a receipt of 
payment within thirty days. 

• Ga SORH SLRP participants contracts will contain the following information and terms: 
 

1. Contract period (award period) 
 

2. Total award amount of contract 
 

3. Name and location of approved practice site (including 9-digit zip code and HPSA 
identification number). 

 
4. The Georgia State Office of Rural Health State Loan Repayment Program agrees to pay 

all or part of the principal, interest, and related expenses of the qualifying educational 
loans of the health care professional. 

 
5. The health care professional agrees to provide either full or half time clinical service at 

an eligible site located in and providing health care services in a HPSA. 
 

6. The health care professional agrees to accept reimbursement under Medicare, 
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Medicaid, and the Children’s Health Insurance Program, as appropriate for his/her 
designated discipline, to utilize a sliding fee scale, and to see all patients regardless of 
their ability to pay. 

 
7. The waiver provision is to accommodate cases where the participant is unable to 

complete the service obligation due to illness or other compelling personal 
circumstances. The participant’s obligation may be suspended for up to one year 
if his/her compliance with the obligation is temporarily impossible or an extreme 
hardship. 

 
8. Cancellation: The only permissible basis for canceling the State Loan Repayment 

Program contract is the death of the GA SORH SLRP participant. 
 

9. The GA SORH SLRP participant may request termination of their GA SORH SLRP 
contract in a written request to the state agency to terminate the contract and return 
any funds distributed to him/her, no later than 45 days before the end of the fiscal year 
in which the contract was awarded. 

 
10. If the participant fails to serve the required 45 weeks per year for any reason, then 
they fail to meet the requirements of the GA SORH SLRP program. 

 
11. Additional variations on clinical service requirement are: 

a. Teaching at a clinical practice for up to 8 hours per week for SLRP participants 
serving full-time. 

b. Teaching or practice related administrative activities for no more than 4 hours 
per week for SLRP participants serving half-time. 

 
12. Breach of Contract Policy 

 
a. Participant is considered to be in breach of the Contract if he or she fails to 

begin or complete the service obligation at an eligible site in accordance with 
the Contract, or otherwise fails to comply with the terms of the contract, even 
if no funds have been disbursed to participant at the time of the breach. 

 
b.  In the event of the breach DCH shall be entitled to recover from Participant 

an amount equal to the sum of: 
 

i. the total of the amount paid by the SORH SLRP to, or on behalf of, 
Participant for loan repayments for a period of obligated service not 
served; 

ii. an amount equal to the number of months of the obligated service not 
completed multiplied by $7,500; and 

iii. interest on the above amounts at the maximum legal prevailing rate, as 
determined by the treasurer of the United State, from the date of 
breach. 
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Notwithstanding any language to the contrary, the amount DCH shall be entitled to recover from 
Participant shall not be less than $31,000.00. 

 
c. The total amount owed pursuant to this section must be paid by the Participant 

within one year of the date of the breach. 
 
The Georgia State Office of Rural Health will verify with each participating site, the recipient’s 
completion of the GA SORH SLRP to ensure continued eligibility for future funding. 

 
Contact Information: 

 
 
Lisa Selfe: lisa.selfe1@dch.ga.gov Phone: 470-543-2994 

Tina Register: tregister@dch.ga.gov Phone: 229-322-4630 
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