Board of Community Health
Meeting
March 13, 2025

Members Present Members Absent
Roger Folsom Robert Cowles
David Crews

Anthony Williamson
Cynthia Rucker
Shane Mobley
Kathleen Ruth
Norman Boyd
Tommy Hopkins

The Board of Community Health held its meeting via Zoom teleconference. (An agenda
and a List of Attendees are attached hereto and made an official part of these Minutes as
Attachments #1 and #2). Chairman Roger Folsom presided and called the meeting to
order at 10:30 a.m.

Minutes
The Minutes of the February 13, 2025 meeting were unanimously approved.

Opening Comments

Chairman Roger Folsom shared the following:

e Items for consideration: 1 initial adoption and 1 informational update

Committee Report

None to report.

Commissioner’s Report

Commissioner Carlson thanked the Board, members of the public, and staff for
participating via Zoom.

1]|P:



The following updates were provided to the Board:

e Legislative Session Updates:

o Day 31 of 40.

o Governor Kemp signed the AFY2025 budget, and the House voted on
their version of the FY2026 Appropriations Act out of their chamber.

o The budget now rests in Senate, where subcommittee meetings will take
place next Tuesday, March 25 before Chairman Ben Watson of
Savannah, and the members of his Health Subcommittee on
Appropriations.

o Commissioner Carlson thanked the following:

= Governor's Office of Planning and Budget (OPB), House and
Senate budget offices, and member appropriators for their
openness and availability to engage the Department as they weigh
potential decisions that could affect our programs.

= DCH staff for their prompt action on the dozens, if not hundreds, of
inquiries we receive on matters, and their commitment to being a
fair and objective resource for policymakers at all levels of
government.

e Federal leaders in Washington are debating various budgetary moves to fund the
federal government that include programs such as Medicaid, while also
beginning conversations on proposed cuts offered by the administration.

o DCH is tracking conversations in the US Senate as they contemplate
whether to pass a Continuing Resolution “CR” or a down vote, forcing a
government shutdown.

o DCH has taken steps to ensure essential services are still available, but
our ability to do so is always subject to how long the shutdown lasts, and
what administrative moves the federal government makes to protect
essential services and payments in the event of a shutdown.

o We have protocols in place in the event of a shutdown and will continue to
monitor these events carefully.

e Earlier this week, several members of the leadership team met in D.C. with
senior officials in both the House and Senate committees, Medicaid policy and
budgeting, leaders at Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS),
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Georgia’s Congressional
delegation, and others in the Executive Branch.

o Ourintent in these meetings was to make sure leaders know more about
Georgia's programs and priorities, and to make ourselves available as a
resource. It's important for these officials to have Georgia’s perspective at
the forefront of their mind as potential impacts of state operations in
general begin to take shape in their draft proposals in the weeks and
months ahead.

e Recognition for employees' years of service milestones.
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Karesha B. Laing, Director, Office of Health Planning presented to the Board for initial
adoption, proposed amendments to the Rules and Regulations for Health Planning,
Certificate of Need (CON), Ga. Comp. R. & Regs., r.111-2-2.

The proposed rule changes reflect amendments to the State Health Planning and
Development Act, O.C.G.A. §§ 31-6-1 et seq., resulting from the passage of House Bill
1339 during the 2024 legislative session. The proposed changes make updates to the
health planning regulations so as to clarify Certificate of Need (CON) requirements and
to clarify provisions relating to acceptance and review of applications. Additional revisions
are proposed to correct grammar.

An opportunity for public comment will be held on April 8, 2025, at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom.
Written comments are due on or before April 10, 2025.

Ms. Laing respectfully asked for the Board's favorable consideration of initial adoption.

David Crews MADE a MOTION to approve the Rules and Regulations for Health
Planning, Certificate of Need (CON), Ga. Comp. R. & Regs., r.111-2-2. Norm Boyd
SECONDED THE MOTION. ON THE MOTION, the yeas were 8, nays 0, abstained 0
and the MOTION was APPROVED.

(A copy of the Rules and Regulations for Health Planning, Certificate of Need (CON), Ga.
Comp. R. & Regs., r.111-2-2., Public Notice is attached hereto and made an official part
of these minutes as Attachment #3).

Stuart Portman, Director, Medical Assistance Plans, presented to the Board an
Informational update: State Plan Amendment (SPA) for Compliance with Section 5121 of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023 (Justice-Involved Youth).

The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023 contains a requirement for state Medicaid
programs to cover certain services for justice-involved youth. All states must submit a
Medicaid State Plan Amendment (SPA) attesting “that the state has developed an internal
operation plan, and in accordance with such plan, will provide coverage during the
statutory pre- and post-release period of screening, diagnostic, and targeted case
management services for eligible juveniles who are within 30 days of release post
adjudication.”

These SPAs must have an effective date no later than January 1, 2025, with a submission
date no later than March 31, 2025.
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DCH has developed the aforementioned Internal Operational Plan and intends to comply
with the requirements. However, it is worth noting, the defined age of a child for Medicaid
purposes (up to age 21 except for former foster youth, which continues eligibility up to
age 26) is different from the justice system definition of a minor. As such, implementation
of the screening and diagnosis requirement, as well as the targeted case management
requirement, will be conducted in phases.

This SPA will attest to the current standards upheld at Department for Juvenile Justice
(DJJ) for the population they serve, as the screening and diagnosis standards at DJJ were
developed from Medicaid’'s Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment
(EPSDT) standard.

DJJ also provides targeted case management in certain circumstances. DCH will develop
uniform standards, in collaboration with DJJ, Department of Health Services (DHS), and
Department of Corrections, for screening, diagnosis, and targeted case management that
can be provided in a consistent manner for all children meeting the Medicaid definition.

As this is a significant undertaking, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
has already been informed that our timeline will be delayed as we build community buy-
in, work with DJJ, and work with prisons and jails across the state in the years ahead.

The SPA attestation will be submitted to CMS before March 31, 2025.This SPA does not
require a vote by the DCH Board as we already cover these services today and are not
proposing a change in our reimbursement methodology or services.

Mr. Portman thanked the Board for their time and expressed that he is happy to provide
more updates on the progress.

(A copy of the Informational update: State Plan Amendment (SPA) for Compliance with
Section 5121 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023 (Justice Involved Youth) is
attached hereto and made an official part of these minutes as Attachment #4).

New Business/Closing Comments

e None to report
Adjournment

There being no further business to be brought before the Board, Chairman Roger
Folsom adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a.m.
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THESE MINUTES ARE HEREBY APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS THE 13" DAY OF
March, 2025.

Oy fadh

Tommy HopKins oger Folsom
Secretary Chalrman

Official Attachments:
#1 Agenda
#2 List of Attendees

#3 Rules and Regulations for Health Planning, Certificate of Need (CON), Ga. Comp.
R. & Regs., 1.111-2-2, Public Notice

#4 Informational update: State Plan Amendment (SPA) for Compliance with Section
5121 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2023 (Justice-Involved Youth)
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