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PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE CHANGES

Pursuant to the Georgia Administrative Procedures Act, Official Code of Georgia Annotated
(O.C.G.A)) § 50-13-1 et seq., the Georgia Department of Community Health is required to provide
public notice of its intent to adopt, amend, or repeal certain rules other than interpretive rules or
general statements of policy. Accordingly, the Department hereby provides notice of its intent to
revise its rules and regulations, specifically Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. r. 111-8-7-.08, Professional
Services. The proposed changes to the Rules and Regulations for Birth Centers to align with current
Department of Public Health regulations contained in Ga. R. & Regs. 1. 511-5-5, Testing for Inherited
Disorders in the Newborn. An exact copy of the revised rule and a synopsis of the revision is attached
to this public notice.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

An opportunity for public comment will be held on August 12, 2026, at 11:30 a.m. via
Zoom. There will be no in-person attendance at the Department of Community Health. The Zoom
meeting ID number is 861 3679 2550 and the event password is “682615”. Follow these
instructions to join the event:

1. Click the link or copy and paste the link text to a browser:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86136792550?pwd=TtPJxaFK WRTOjZk18HY SDfKtUM74xU.1

2. Click “Join Now”

To join by telephone: One tap mobile
+1 309 205 3325,,861367925504,,,,%682615# US

+1 312 626 6799,,861367925504#,,,,%682615# US (Chicago)

Oral comments will be limited to ten (10) minutes per person. Individuals who are disabled
and require assistance to participate during this meeting should contact the Office of General Counsel
at (470) 259-0735 at least three (3) business days prior to the meeting.

Individuals wishing to comment in writing on any of the proposed changes must do so on or
before August 14, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Due to reduced physical staffing at the 2 M.L.K., Jr. Drive, SE
location, DCH encourages written public comments submitted in accordance with O.C.G.A. § 50-13-
4(a)(2) to be submitted via e-mail to the following e-mail address: Public.Comment@dch.ga.gov.
Please note that any comments submitted are subject to open records.
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Written comments may be submitted via regular mail to the following address:

Attention: Alycia Allgood

Office of General Counsel

Georgia Department of Community Health

2 M.LK. Jr. Drive, SE, 18" Floor, East Tower
Atlanta, GA 30334

If the proposed changes are presented to the Board for final action, relevant comments from written and
public testimony will be provided to the Board. The Board expects to vote on the proposed changes
at the Board meeting to be held on September 10, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. at the Department of
Community Health unless withdrawn or withheld by the Department for further review.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THIS 9% DAY OF JULY 2026

Signed by:

Dean Purke M)

Dean Burke, MD, Commissioner
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111. RULES OF DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH
111-8. HEALTHCARE FACILITY REGULATION
111-8-7. RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR BIRTH CENTERS

SYNOPSIS AND REVISED RULES

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND ECONOMIC IMPACT:

The Georgia Department of Community Health proposes to amend and update the Rules and
Regulations for Healthcare Facility Regulation, Rules and Regulations for Birth Centers, Ga.
Comp. R. & Regs. . 111-8-7. These rules are being proposed pursuant to the authority granted to
the Department of Community Health in O.C.G.A. § 31-44-3.

These revised rules amend the Department’s rule to come into alignment with already existing
Department of Public Health (DPH) rules and regulations. No negative economic impact is
anticipated by the Department.

MAIN FEATURES OF THE PROPOSED RULE:

The purpose of these rule revisions is to align the Department’s rule with DPH regulations found
in Ga. R. & Regs. 1. 511-5-5, Testing for Inherited Disorders in the Newborn.
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Rule 111-8-7-.08. Professional Services

(1) All services provided by or in the center shall be performed by persons who are
appropriately licensed or certified to perform such services in accordance with the laws of the
State of Georgia. There shall be qualified staff members to provide for patient needs. At least one
physician, certified nurse midwife or registered nurse shall be present at all times that the facility
is open whenever a patient (mother or new born) is in the facility.

(2) All services shall occur within a health care system which provides for medical
consultation, collaborative management or referral.

(3)  All intrapartal services shall be under the direct supervision of a physician or a certified
nurse midwife. At least one other member of the professional staff shall also be present at each
delivery.

4) The center shall establish written policies and procedures for emergency services to
patients and shall require each professional staff member to receive instruction in emergency
treatment of adult and infant patients, upon employment and at least annually thereafter.

(5) Each medical staff member shall have admitting privileges or a written agreement with a
staff physician to provide services at the contract hospital. Documentation to show compliance
with this requirement shall be maintained in the center.

(6) Definite means of identification shall be applied to every infant immediately after birth.
Such identification shall remain on the infant until discharged. The permanent records of each
newborn shall include footprints.

(7) The center shall have written policies and procedures to ensure (a)-metabelie screening of
all newborns within one week of age, (b) assessment of newborn status, including Apgar score at
one and five minutes, (c) prevention of eye infection, (d) umbilical cord care, and (e) periodic
observation and assessment after birth until the infant's condition is stable. These policies shall
be developed in consultation with a pediatrician.

(8) Policies, procedures and facilities shall be provided for proper collection, storage and
laboratory testing of cord blood for necessary studies on Rh Negative and O Positive mothers
and a supply of Rhogam or other appropriate treatment material shall be readily available for use
when needed.

9) Prior to discharge, each newborn shall be examined by a physician.

(10)  Verbal and written instructions shall be provided for observation and care of both the
mother and newborn after discharge.

(11) A joint conference involving physicians, nurses, representatives of administration and
other health personnel responsible for obstetric and newborn care shall be conducted at least
quarterly to discuss morbidity and mortality. All fetal and newborn deaths and transfers occurring
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within the interval since the previous conference shall be reviewed. Minutes shall be kept of the
meetings and shall be available to the Department.

Authority: O.C.G.A. § 31-2-4; O.C.G.A. § 31-7-1, et seq.:- O-E-G-A—-Chapter 317 Asticle
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